JOURNAL  OF  THE 

BARBER  COIN  COLLECTORS’  SOCIETY 

VoluME  V,  #2  SpRiM")  1994  SiwqlE  Copy:  $4.00 


^ ' 


The  CElEbRATioN  of  BarBer.  . . TBe  B.C.C.S.  Is  BacI<  In  Full  SwiNq. . . 


Contents 

♦♦♦  Coiner  Story. . . The  B.C.C.S,  Is  Back  In  Full  Swing 5 

❖ Letters  To  The  Editor 5 

❖ New  Barber  Quarter  Varieties,,,  by  David  Lawrence 7 

♦♦♦  1897-S  Quarter  With  Mintmark  In  Center  Position 9 

❖ Die  Cracks  & Die  Chips 10 

♦♦♦  Contest 11 

❖ Wire  Rims,,,  by  Russell  Easterbrooks  12 

❖ Barber  Halves  - Highly  Prized  But  Hard  To  Find,,,  Part  1 

by  David  Lawrence 14 

❖ SurveylQuestionaire 18 

❖ Treasury  Report 19 

♦♦♦  Ranking  of  Certified  Mint  State  Barber  Quarters 20 

❖ Membership  Application 22 


QUALITY  BARBERS  FROM 
JACK  BEYMER*^ 


Call  or  write  us  today  for 
the  coins  you  need* 


Jack  H.  Beymer 

Phone:  707-544-1621 
737  West  Coddington  Center 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95401 
Store  Hours:  10  AM  to  6 PM  Mon-Sat 


— JOURNAL  OF  THE  ™- 

iii  BARBER  COIN  COLLECTORS  SOCIETY 

Published  quarterly,  and  dedicated  to  bringing  together  a group  of  people  with  similar 
interests  in  Barber  Coinage  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  appreciation  of  this  series 
within  the  numismatic  community. 

— David  Lawrence,  Editor  - Barber  Coin  Collectors’  Society  Journal 

OFFICERS 


David  Lawrence Editor,  BCCS  Journal 

Dale  Krueger Vice  President,  Research 

Joe  Haney Assistant  Vice  President  for  Research 

Lawrence  N.  Rogak General  Counsel 

Paul  Reuter Secretary/Treasurer 

Jay  Ordoyne Advertising  Manager 

John  Feigenbaum Typesetting/Layout,  BCCS  Journal 


DISPLAY  ADVERTISING 


ADVERTISE 

New  rates  effective  with  Spring  ’92  Journal: 


One  Issue 

Four  Issue  Contract 

One-eighth  Page 

$ 12.00 

$ 40.00 

Quarter  Page 

20.00 

70.00 

Half  Page 

30.00 

100.00 

Full  Page 

70.00 

250.00 

Full  Page  (Inside  Front  or  Back  Cover) 

80.00 

300.00 

Full  Page  (Outside  Back  Cover) 

125.00 

400.00 

Future  deadlines  for  copy  and  ads  are  September  1,  December  1,  March  1 and  June  1. 


To  place  display  advertising  in  the  BCCS  Journal  contact: 

John  Feigenbaum 
C/O  B.C.C.S. 

6095  Indian  River  Road,  Suite  204 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23467 
(804)  424'0560  • fax:  (804)  424'2363 


3 


ADVERTISING  POLICY 


Any  dealer  or  collector  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Barber  Coin  Collectors’ 
Society  who  is  at  least  18  years  of  age  may  place  advertising  in  the  Society’s  Journal. 
Minors  under  the  age  of  18  must  first  provide  a “certificate  of  responsibility”  from 
their  parent  or  guardian  before  any  advertising  can  be  placed. 

Only  ads  for  Barber  coins  and  associated  supplies  are  permitted,  although  advertisers 
may  provide  generic  descriptions  of  any  other  coins  they  sell.  Mail  bid  advertising 
cannot  be  accepted. 

The  Publisher  reserves  the  right  to  edit  or  decline  advertising  that  is  in  conflict  with 
BCCS  bylaws.  Unless  otherwise  specified  in  the  ad,  advertisers  must  accept  the  return 
of  merchandise  in  the  original  holders  that  bears  a postmark  within  7 business  days  of 
the  receipt  by  the  customer.  Any  purchaser  wanting  to  get  an  independent  opinion  of 
any  coin  must  first  notify  the  advertiser  within  the  applicable  time  that  the  merchan- 
dise can  be  returned. 

All  advertisers  must  properly  describe  the  condition  of  all  coins  advertised.  Unless 
otherwise  noted,  the  grading  description  of  all  coins  will  be  in  accordance  with  the 
“Official  ANA  Grading  Standards  for  United  States  Coins.” 

Articles,  questions,  comments  and  ads  are  welcome  and  should  be  forwarded  to: 
Editor,  BCCS;  6095  Indian  River  Rd,  #204;  Va.  Beach,  VA  23467 

No  material  in  this  Journal  may  be  reproduced  in  part  or  whole,  without  prior  permission  of 
the  Publisher. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS  FOR  MEMBERS 


Reach  250+  collectors  who  are  serious  about  Barbers!  Any  member  may  run 
a classified  ad  in  the  Journal.  Rates  are  $4  per  ad  (over  4 lines  add  50y  per  line).  Send 
with  check  to:  Editor,  BCCS;  6095  Indian  River  Rd,  #204;  Va.  Beach,  VA  23467. 

If  you  have  Barbers  you  want  to  buy  or  sell  and  don’t  need  a lot  of  space  to 
do  it,  the  Classified  Section  is  for  you.  ' 


WeN  eeil  Your  Arficles! ! ! 


The  BCCS  Journal  needs  your  input!  If  you’ve  got  some  information 
to  share  with  the  rest  of  the  Society,  we’d  like  to  publish  it. 
Please  send  submissions  (handwritten,  typed  and/or  on-diskette)  to: 

John  Feigenbaum 
C/O  B.C.C.S.  Article  Submission 
6095  Indian  River  Road,  Suite  204 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23467 
(804)  424-0560  • fax:  (804)  424-2363 
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FROM  THE  EDITOR 


THE  BARBER  SOCIETY  IS  BACK  IN  FULL  SWING 


At  the  request  of  many  member  and  Barber  enthusiasts,  Jc^hn  and  1 have  vob 
Linteered  to  edit  and  publish  the  Barber  Com  Collectors’  Society  Journal  because  it  just 
wasn’t  getting  out  after  Steve  Epstein  stepped  down  as  President  and  Publisher.  Since 
we  are  book  publishers  (DLRC  Press),  we  have  the  means  to  typeset  and  print  the 
Journals  at  a reasonable  cost.  1 also  have  a great  deal  of  Barber  information  lying 
around  my  office  as  I am  constantly  updating  my  3 books  on  the  series. 

That  doesn’t  mean  the  Journal  can  survive  without  your  input.  We  will 
always  need  articles,  letters  to  the  editor  and  just  plain  observations.  The  input  of  sev- 
eral hundred  members  can  and  will  make  the  Society  great  again! 

At  present  there  are  approximately  250  members  in  the  BCCS.  We  would 
like  to  get  the  Journal  back  in  production  and  get  the  membership  strong  again.  I 
think  we  can  do  it.  There  are  a lot  of  Barber  enthusiasts  out  there.  If  you  have  a friend 
who  would  be  interested,  please  sign  him/her  up!  The  yearly  dues  are  only  $15  and 
you  will  receive  4 BCCS  Journal  issues  via  first  class  mail. 

If  you  have  received  this  issue,  you  will  get  at  least  2,  maybe  3,  more  issues 
before  your  membership  comes  up  for  renewal.  We’ll  let  you  know... 

New  members,  please  send  name,  address  and  $15  dues  to: 

Paul  Reuter 
415  Ellen  Drive 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601 


FROM  THE  SECRETARY 


Due  to  changes  in  the  changes  in  organization,  the  mailing  list  may  be  less 
than  perfect.  If  your  name  or  address  is  incorrect,  please  notify  Paul  Reuter  at  the 
above  address. 


.Back  I 


ssuies 


F 


or 


1< 
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There  are  1 7 different  back-issues  for  sale  @ $4  each. 

Write  Paul  Reuter  for  ordering  and  for  information  on  quantity  discounts. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Letters  from  members  are  welcome  and  will  be  published  as  space  permits. 
The  Publisher  reserves  the  right  to  edit  or  omit  material  in  accordance  with  Society 
bylaws. 

The  publication  of  letters  is  not  necessarily  an  endorsement  by  the  Society  of 
a particular  opinion  held  by  a member.  Also,  members  claiming  new  discoveries 
should  be  willing  to  permit  personal  examination  of  such  discoveries  by  a recognized 
authority  in  order  to  add  weight  to  its  validity.  Arrangements  for  such  examinations 
can  be  made  through  the  Editor. 

Finally,  letter  writers  will  not  be  identified  unless  they  give  permission  when 
submitting  their  letter,  or  have  given  their  permission  on  their  membership  applica- 
tion. 


THE  REBIRTH  OF  THE  SOCIETY 


It’s  great  to  learn  of  the 
rebirth  of  the  Barber  Society.  The 
lack  of  news,  scholarly  articles  and 
hearing  from  fellow  Barber-philes 
(neat  word)  has  lasted  too  long. 

Last  month  I attended  a gala 
event  on  Saturday,  April  16.  The 
Chicago  Coin  Club  held  its  903rd 
meeting  in  conjunction  with  the 
Chicago  International  Coin  Fair. 
Later  that  evening  93  members  and 
guests  convened  for  a banquet  and 
after-dinner  speaker  — David  Ganz, 
ANA  President.  All  these  plans 
served  to  mark  the  75  th  anniversary 
of  the  Club’s  founding. 

The  present  CCC  member- 
ship is  comprised  of  several  well- 


known  and  serious  numismatists 
including  Harry  X.  Boosel,  Robert 
Leonard  and  Charles  Ricard.  Past 
members  include  none  other  than 
Virgil  Brand. 

In  the  75  years  the  CCC  has 
existed,  were  things  always  as  rosy 
and  fine  as  the  events  on  this  special 
Saturday  would  suggest?  Hardly;  this 
and  all  other  organizations  have 
their  peaks  and  valleys.  What  truly 
sustains  any  group  is  the  commit- 
ment to  a purpose  and  a nucleus  of 
fervent  members.  The  BCCS  has  all 
these  key  components.  See  you  all  in 
Detroit! 

— Phil  Carrigan 
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NEW  BARBER 


Below  are  some  photographs  of  Barber  quarter  varieties  not  listed  in  the  first 
edition  of  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters. I am  currently  working  on  the  sec- 
ond edition  which  should  be  out  by  Fall  of  this  year.  If  you  have  any  varieties  or  errors 
not  listed  here  or  in  the  first  edition,  1 would  like  to  here  from  you.  Please  contact  me: 

David  Lawrence,  P.O.  Box  64844,  Va.  Beach,  VA  23467 


1895-S/S  RPM  (L-601) 
This  has  long  been  known 


1899/9-S  RPD 


1906-P  What’s  inside  the  6? 


1895-S/S  RPM  New  variety. 
Note  lower  serif  of  S 


1903-0  Blundered  date.  Arrows  point  to 
top  of  1 and  3 which  were  accidentally 
punched  into  the  denticles!  Very  rare  in 
Barbers,  but  pretty  common  in  early 
seated  coinage. 


1906/6-P  The  9 is  also  slightly  doubled. 
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1906-0  RPD. 

Note  lower  part  of  “O”  in  date 


1907-D  RPD.  Pretty 
dramatic  for  a Barber! 


Varieties 


.C^rrorSo  0 „ 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters,  2nd  Edition  will  be  out 
this  Fall.  There  is  still  time  to  add  interesting  varieties  - I’m 
looking  for  RPD’s,  RPM’s  and  errors.  1 would  particularly  like 
errors  (off-center,  brockages,  etc.) 

Please  send  coins  of  interest  to: 

David  Lawrence 
P.O.  Box  64844 
Va.  Beach.  VA  23467 

ril  use  every  significant  variety  or  error  I don't  already  have  in  the 
book.  Please  indicate  whether  you  would  like  your  name  mentioned. 


8 


NOTICE!!! 


1897-S  WITH  MINTMARK  IN  CENTER  POSITION 


When  1 wrote  the  first  edition  of  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters  in 
May  1989,  I identified  two  mintmark  positions  for  the  1897-S  cjuarter:  both  to  the  far 
right,  over  the  D in  DOLLAR.  I hadn’t  found  an  1897-S  quarter  with  a mintmark  in 
the  center  - between  the  R & D in  DOLLAR.  A short  while  after  the  book  was  pub- 
lished, Scott  Brockelman  of  Texas  showed  me  a low  grade  specimen  (with  the  mint- 
mark  centered)  at  a coin  show  in  Dallas. 

Since  then  1 have  always  kept  my  eye  out  for  this  variety,  but  until  recently  1 
never  found  one  above  VG.  Finally,  last  year  I found  an  AU55  specimen  (photo 
below).  To  my  knowledge  this  is  the  finest  known!  It  now  resides  in  the  collection  of 
a Midwest  Collector. 


The  1897-S  centered  mintmark  is  so  scarce  I would  like  to  get  a survey  on  it.  If  you 
have  one,  please  let  me  know  the  grade.  Thanks!  Dave  Lawrence 
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We  have  about  40  pieces  of  a beautiful,  proof-like  silver  round 
struck  in  the  image  of  a Barber  half.  1 will  sell  these  at  cost  for 
$6.50  each  to  BCCS  members.  (Please  add  50^  shipping  for  1-2 
pcs;  $1  for  3-4  pcs.) 

Send  check,  money  order  or  VISA,  MC,  Discover  card  # to: 

David  Lawrence  Rare  Coins 
Barber  Round  Offer 
P.O.  Box  64844 
Va.  Beach,  VA  23467 
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DIE  CRACKS  & DIE  CHIPS 


When  coin  collectors  think  of  die  cracks  a Bust  half  dollar,  Large  cent  or 
Shield  nickel  usually  comes  to  mind  - rarely  a Barber.  But  if  you  look  closely,  there 
are  plenty  to  be  seen  (and  die  chips  as  well).  Below  are  some  examples  I’ve  recently 
encountered  on  Barber  quarters. 


1899-P  Cud.  The  result  of  a 
major  die  crack  and  metal  falling 
off  the  die,  then  being  filled  in 
during  the  strike. 


1909-D  Die  break  on  reverse.  This  is  a 
common  area  for  Barber  quarter  die 
breaks. 


1899-P  Die  chip 


1 91 6-D  Reverse  crack  - cud  in  the 
making? 


1913-P.  Die  crack  location  similar 
to  1909-D  pictured  left. 
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1909-P.  Die  crck  on  reverse  (right).  1908-0.  Die  crack  through  date. 

Another  common  area  for  cracks. 


T 


Win  a FREE  membership  in  the  BCCS  for  1995.  Submit  a photo  or  actual  coin 
of  a Barber  Dime  with  the  most  die  cracks  to  the  editor  for  judging.  Winning 
entries  will  be  photographed  for  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Dimes,  2nd  edition 
by  Tom  Mulvaney  and  published  in  the  next  BCCS  Journal. 

Die  cracks  are  very  unusual  in  Barber  dimes  so  send  in  anything  you  have.  It  may 
not  take  a dramatic  coin  to  win.  Coins  will  be  returned  after  they  are  pho- 
tographed. 
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BARBER  COINS  FOR  SALE 


1897-0  lOc  Gem  BU.  WhiiE,  fROsiy  qrM 

1916  10^  Gem  BU.  BROAdsTRLick 

1 901-S  25c  VG  dETAil,  liqhi  louqhNEss 

1 907-S  25c  CkoicE  BU.  BROAdsTRuck 

1915-S  25c  Very  NicE  Fi\E-l  2 ViRTUAlly  ckoicE. 

1895  50c  CkoicE  AU/BU  BROAdsiRuck 

1899  50c  CkoicE  AU/BU  BROAdsiRuck 


.5,250. 

...550. 

.1,500. 

.1,200. 

.1,275. 

...725. 

...725. 


Larry  BRiqqs  Rare  CoiNS 

P.O.  Box  187  • LiMA,  OH  45802 

1-419^228-2285 

Hours:  MoNdAy-pRidAy:  10AM-6pivi  Eastern 


a 
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WIRE  RIMS 


by  Russell  Easterbrooks 


There  are  many  interesting  varieties 
available  to  the  keen-eyed  collector  who  has 
spent  time  studying  his  favorite  coins. 

One  such  variety  is  called  a “wire  rim” 
or  more  properly,  a “knife  rim.”  Mint  person- 
nel use  the  term  “fin”  to  describe  this  phe- 
nomenon. The  distinctive  rim  is  a nearly  uni- 
form, extremely  narrow,  extra  rim  on  the 
outside  edge  of  the  normal  rim  (See  illustra- 
tion). It  usually  extends  from  30%  to  90% 
around  the  rim’s  surface  and  is  seen  most  often 
on  just  one  side  of  a coin.  This  is  caused  by 
metal  being  forced  between  the  dies  and  the 
collar  as  the  coin  is  being  struck.  It  also  may 
interfere  with  the  ejection  of  the  coin  from 
the  dies  and  also  hinders  stacking  once  the 
coins  reach  circulation. 

The  usual  attention  given  to  this  rim 
variety  is  most  often  on  proofs  where  it  is  more  pronounced  than  on  business 
strikes.  However,  the  knife  rim  wears  away  quickly  making  it  a useful  tool  in 
grading  high  grade  circulated  coins. 

I recently  bought  a 1912-D  Barber  dime  at  an  area  coin  show,  toned  a 
deep  purple  and  red,  which  I first  graded  VF.  On  closer  examination  I saw  a 
70%  knife  rim,  which  told  me  this  coin  had  seen  little  circulation.  Other 
Barber  dimes  I have  found  with  knife  rims  include:  1902-0  80%,  1910  50%, 
and  an  1897  30%,  all  grading  AU55.  I have  also  seen  die  breaks  on  the  rim, 
which  are  wider  and  seldom  travel  more  than  10%  around  the  rim.  These 
should  not  be  confused  with  knife  rims. 

The  more  educated  we  become  as  collectors,  the  more  we  will  appre- 
ciate the  coins  we  collect. 
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SUMMIT  RARE  COINS 

CllRis  NApolilANO 
P.O.  Box  1 545 
Mi^^ETONl<A,  MN  5 5 545 
(612)  955-0668 

SpEciAliziNq  In  ChoicE  & Rare  U.S.  CoiNAqE  foR 
coIIector  ancI  Investor  poRifolios. 


Your  Search  For  Rare 
Coins  Ends  Here 

; We’ll  locate  those  hard-'to-find  rare  coins  needed  to  complete 
; your  collection.  Just  tell  us  what  you  want.  No  quest  refused. 

Julian  Liedman 

; 940  Wayne  Ave. 

• Silver  Spring,  MD  20910 

I (301)  585^8467 

• Rare  U.S.  Coins  and  Patterns. 

; Consultations  and  Appraisals. 

■ 25  Years  Experience. 

: Life  Member:  ANA  #664 
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BARBER  HALVES  - 

HIGHLY  PRIZED  BUT  HARD  TO  FIND:  PART  1 


by  David  Lawrence 


The  article  is  the  first  in  a 2'p^rt  article  which  appeared  in  the  May  13,1 994  Coin  Dealer 
Newsletter  Monthly  Supplement  and  is  reprinted  here  with  their  permission. 


This  is  the  first  of  a series  on  Barber  coinage.  I last  wrote  an  article  on 
Barbers  for  the  CDN  Monthly  Supplement  in  May  1990  and  these  coins  are  sorely  in 
need  of  an  update. 

For  the  serious  collector/investor,  Barbers  are  in  a unique  position.  They 
were  made  just  before  coins  became  popular  and  unlike  the  Mercury  Dimes,  Standing 
Quarters  and  Walking  Halves  which  followed,  they  have  very  low  survivorship  in 
mint  state. 

I am  starting  with  the  half  dollars  because  they  are  the  largest  and  most  pop- 
ular among  collectors.  Prices  for  common  date  certified  Barber  Halves  have  dropped 
along  with  most  Type  Coins  in  the  last  few  years  and  they  are  currently  too  low.  At 
today’s  levels,  nice  coins  are  not  being  sold  back  into  the  market  in  any  quantity. 
Those  that  do  come  out  are  quickly  snatched  up  by  eager  collectors. 

The  analysis  here  is  the  same  as  that  for  early  Walking  Halves  which 
appeared  in  the  Sept.  ‘93  CDN  Monthly  Supplement.  1 have  started  by  combining  the 
certified  populations  for  PCGS  & NGC  of  March,  ‘94.  The  dates  are  ranked  in  the 
accompanying  table  and  1 have  again  used  an  MS63  Price  Index  and  a GEM  Price 
Index  to  compare  relative  values.  The  MS63  P.I.  is  derived  by  multiplying  the  total 
population  in  mint  state  by  the  CDN  Monthly  Supplement  “bid”  for  a given  date,  and 
dividing  by  1000  to  make  the  number  more  manageable.  For  the  Gem  P.I.,  the  index 
is  obtained  by  multiplying  the  combined  certified  population  in  MS65  and  above  by 
the  “bid”  level  in  MS65  and  dividing  by  1000.  The  cqins  with  the  lowest  index  are 
the  best  value,  but  comparisons  should  not  be  made  across  the  two  indexes.  Barber 
halves  with  an  MS63  P.I.  of  less  than  50  are  undervalued  in  general  in  uncirculated 
condition  in  today’s  market.  Those  with  an  index  over  85  are  relatively  expensive. 
For  gem  coins,  the  index  has  surprisingly  little  spread.  Except  for  the  1892-p,  which 
was  saved  as  the  first  year  of  issue,  all  are  relatively  scarce  and  the  current  “bid”  levels 
seem  to  be  adjusted  to  the  scarcities.  Those  with  a Gem  P.I.  below  30  are  a great  buy 
— but  try  to  find  them!  All  common  date  gem  Barber  halves  are  underpriced  at 
today’s  level  of  $1850.  Nice  coins  just  won’t  come  out  at  this  level  (they  use  to  be 
more  than  $5,000). 
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DATE  ANALYSIS: 


1892-P,0  & S:  These  first  year  of  issue  dates  are  all  plentiful  in  mint  state.  The  ‘92- 
P comes  with  a nice  strike  and  has  the  highest  certified  population  by  far  in  the  series. 
It  makes  a nice  type  coin,  but  has  the  highest  price  indexes  and  is  therefore  strictly 
speaking,  the  “worst  buy.”  The  ‘92-0  & S are  both  scarcer  in  low  circulated  grades 
than  in  XF  and  AU.  Neither  is  a good  buy  in  MS63  (P.l.  = 91  98,  resp.),  but  the 

‘92'0  is  reasonable  in  gem  BU  (P.l.  = 35).  The  New  Orleans  coin  sometimes  comes 
softly  struck,  but  nice  specimens  can  be  found. 


1893'P,  O & S:  ‘93'P  is  fairly  abundant  in  mint  state  (rank  = 53)  and  comes  with  a 
decent  strike,  though  not  often  with  flashy  luster.  Only  10  gems  have  been  certified 
and  it  is  a good  buy.  Both  the  “O”  and  “S”  are  more  interesting.  The  ‘93-0  has  a sur- 
prisingly high  total  population  (78  coins),  but  is  very  scarce  in  gem  (only  3).  Most 
come  with  weakness  on  the  reverse  — on  the  eagle’s  claw  and  upper  right  shield. 
1893'S  is  one  of  everyone’s  favorite  dates.  It  comes  well  struck  and  flashy  and  is  scarce 
in  all  grades  above  VG.  This  is  the  only  date  in  the  series  with  no  gem  uncs  certified. 
Buy  nice  MS63  & MS64  coins,  if  you  can  find  them!  All  three  mints  of  1893  are 
undervalued  in  gem  condition. 


1894-P,  O & S:  These  come  with  nice  luster.  The  P & S are  usually  well  struck 
while  the  “O”  is  unlikely  to  have  strong  detail  on  the  reverse.  Both  mint-marks  are 
good  buys  in  MS63  and  MS65.  The  ‘94'S  has  a gem  pop  of  only  3 and  a low  Gem  P.l. 
(=24).  Incidentally,  the  ‘94-p  is  very  tough  to  find  from  Good  through  VF.  I chal- 
lenge anyone  to  put  a roll  of  Goods  together  in  two-year’s  time.  It  can’t  be  done! 


1895-P,  O & S:  A similar  situation  to  the  1894  issues.  The  “P”  ranks  49th  in  total 
mint  state  and  comes  well  struck.  It  is  reasonable  in  gem  BU  (P.L  = 35).  The  ‘95-0 
has  the  lowest  pop  of  the  three  issues  and  is  priced  in  the  middle  of  the  Barber  Half 
series  (MS63  PI  = 50;  Gem  PI  = 41).  Surprisingly,  some  well  struck  coins  are  avail- 
able. The  ‘95 -S  is  additionally  desirable  because  it  is  scarce  in  all  circulated  grades. 


1896-P,  O & S:  A good  year  for  Barber  halves.  The  “P”  is  very  tough  in  most  circu- 
lated grades,  but  enough  specimens  have  survived  in  mint  state  (pop  = 65)  to  make  it 
available.  The  “O”  and  “S”  are  scarce  in  almost  all  grades.  They  rank  4th  and  5th 
(tied)  resp.  in  total  mint  state  pop.  Their  scarcity  is  no  secret  and  they  are  priced 
accordingly.  However  they  still  have  relatively  low  MS63  P.I.’s  (=44).  The  1896-0  is 
rare  in  gem  condition  (pop  = 3)  and  quite  undervalued  (P.l.  = 20).  Both  mint  marked 
dates  should  be  bought  if  they  can  be  found.  The  few  mint  state  ‘96-0  halves  I’ve  seen 
have  been  decently  struck.  The  “P”  and  “S”  usually  come  nice,  though  S-mint  barber 
halves  sometimes  have  planchet  striations. 
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1897- P,  O & S:  The  ‘97-P  is  common  in  mint  state  (pop  = 106),  though  a good  buy 
in  MS65  (P.I.  = 33).  The  ‘97-0  & ‘97-S  are  both  rare  coins  that  somehow  have 
become  available  in  gem  condition.  Both  dates  are  extremely  tough  to  find  in  XF 
through  MS62.  For  1897-0,  18  of  the  37  certified  MS  coins  are  gems,  while  for  the 
‘97-S  it  is  11  of  32.  These  are  the  only  Barber  Halves  with  this  strange  situation. 
Though  the  Gem  PI  for  each  is  a fairly  high  70,  these  coins  are  still  worth  buying 
because  the  coins  are  so  scarce  overall. 

1898- P,  O & S:  The  “P”  is  common  and  comes  nice.  The  1898-0  is  a different  story. 
This  date  was  long  thought  to  be  either  the  first  or  second  toughest  date  in  the  set.  It 
is  not  quite  that,  but  does  rank  8th  in  overall  mint  state  and  is  tied  for  5th  in  gem 
condition.  In  addition,  it  usually  has  one  of  the  poorest  strikes.  Nice  specimens  are 
rare  indeed.  In  circulated  grades.  Fine  through  AU  it  is  right  there  with  the  1904-s  in 
scarcity.  In  contrast,  the  ‘98-S  is  fairly  common  in  circulated  grades,  especially  in  XF 
and  AU50,  but  was  not  saved  in  mint  state.  Surprisingly,  the  1898-0  is  undervalued 
in  gem  condition  (P.I.  = 21).  The  “S”  is  a good  buy  in  all  mint  state  grades.  Both  the 
“O”  & “S”  should  be  bought  at  today’s  levels,  if  eye-appealing  specimens  can  be 
found. 


1899-P,  O & S:  The  three  1899  issues  are  similar  to  those  of  1898,  but  the  “O”  and 
“S”  are  more  available  than  the  ‘98  mint  marked  issues.  The  “P”  is  common  and  usu- 
ally well  struck,  as  are  most  P-mint  Barbers.  The  “O”  is  available  also,  but  only  8 
gems  have  been  certified.  For  an  O-mint  this  date  comes  with  a decent  strike.  Only 
the  “S”  is  particularly  desirable  and  then  only  in  mint  state.  Like  the  1898-S,  the  ‘99- 
S is  a “Philippine  Hoard”  date  and  new  coins  were  not  saved.  XF  and  AU50  pieces  are 
abundant.  Mint  state  pieces  are  usually  brilliant  and  well  struck  and  generally  bring  a 
nice  premium  over  listed  values.  However,  with  12  gems  and  a Gem  PI  of  66,  the 
high  grade  1899-s  coins  are  fully  priced. 


1900- P,  O & S:  Similar  to  the  1898  & 1899  years.  The  “P”  is  common  and  the  O & 
S are  scarce  in  mint  state.  In  fact,  the  1900-0  is  ranked  3rd  of  the  73  dates  in  the  set 
in  overall  mint  state  and  only  1 gem  has  been  certified,  ranking  it  2nd  to  the  1893-s 
in  this  category.  With  a Gem  PI  of  only  12  this  coin  is  a must  buy  at  anywhere  near 
current  levels.  The  1900-s  is  plentiful  in  XF  and  AU,  but  tied  for  14th  in  mint  state 
and  tied  for  16th  in  gem  condition.  The  three  Philippine  hoard  dates  (98-s,  99-s,  00- 
s)  were  overlooked  in  mint  state  before  the  days  of  population  reports.  In  recent  years 
they  have  been  picked  up  by  knowledgeable  collectors. 

1901- P,  O & S:  The  “P”  is  a type  coin  in  general,  but  highly  undervalued  in  gem 
condition  with  only  6 certified  (Gem  PI  = 21 ).  The  “O”  ranks  tied  for  8th  overall  and 
5th  in  gem  unc.,  but  was  thought  to  be  scarcer.  At  $2300  it’s  no  bargain  in  MS63,  but 
gems  are  not  really  overpriced  at  $12000.  Old  timers  knew  the  ‘01-s  was  rare,  but  it 
took  the  pop  reports  to  prove  it.  With  only  18  certified  it  ranks  2nd  to  the  ‘04-s  over- 
all and  is  tied  for  5th  in  gem  unc.  However  its  price  indexes  are  not  especially  low 
(MS63  = 54;  Gem  = 32). 
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1902'P,  O & S:  In  this  year  the  surprise  is  the  “S,  which  ranks  8th  overall  and  is  on 
everyone’s  want  list.  The  1902-O  comes  poorly  struck  and  some  certified  coins  are 
lackluster,  though  1 know  of  at  least  one  fully  struck  gem.  In  Barber  halves,  buy  any 
well  struck  O-mint  coins  you  can  find.  They  will  always  be  the  cream  of  the  crop.  ♦♦♦ 


Barber 

Halves 

Issue 

Total 

MS 

Pop. 

Total 

Pop. 

Rank 

MS65 
& Up 
Rank 

MS65 
& Up 
Rank 

MS63 

Price 

Index 

Gem 

Price 

Index 

1892-P 

627 

#73 

101 

#73 

361 

187 

1 892-0 

93 

#52 

8 

#31 T 

91 

35 

1892-S 

75 

#44 

12 

#44T 

98 

52 

1893-P 

97 

#53 

10 

#38T 

73 

32 

1893-0 

78 

#46 

3 

#5T 

55 

24 

1 893-S 

34 

#17T 

0 

#1 

60 

0 

1894-P 

85 

#49 

15 

#55T 

60 

41 

1894-0 

69 

#42 

8 

#31 T 

48 

30 

1 894-S 

56 

#35 

3 

#5T 

50 

24 

1895-P 

85 

#49T 

12 

#44T 

60 

35 

1895-0 

55 

#32T 

7 

#27T 

50 

41 

1895-S 

60 

#37T 

6 

#22T 

54 

48 

1896-P 

65 

#39 

15 

#55T 

37 

68 

1 896-0 

21 

#4 

2 

#3T 

44 

20 

1896-S 

23 

- #5T 

5 

#16T 

44 

43 

1897-P 

106 

#56 

12 

#44T 

61 

33 

1897-0 

37 

#19 

18 

#61 T 

74 

70 

1897-S 

32 

#14T 

11 

#42T 

70 

70 

1898-P 

125 

#60 

19 

#64T 

72 

35 

1898-0 

29 

#8T 

3 

#5T 

51 

21 

1898-S 

27 

#7 

4 

#11 

43 

32 

1899-P 

118 

#58 

14 

#53T 

68 

39 

1899-0 

66 

#40T 

8 

#31 T 

53 

41 

1 899-S 

43 

#23T 

12 

#44T 

52 

66 

1900-P 

136 

#61 T 

11 

#42T 

78 

30 

1900-0 

20 

#3 

1 

#2 

35 

12 

1900-S 

32 

#14T 

5 

#16T 

42 

40 

1901-P 

77 

#45 

6 

#22T 

44 

21 

1901-0 

29 

#8T 

3 

#5T 

67 

36 

1901-S 

18 

#2 

3 

#5T 

54 

32 

1902-P 

124 

#59 

7 

#27T 

71 

20 

1902-0 

33 

#16 

5 

#16T 

50 

41 

1902-S 

29 

#8T 

9 

#35T 

38 

41 

For  current  levels,  an  MS63  P 
undervalued.  T=Tied  for  rank. 

.1.  below  50  is  undervalued;  a Gem  P.l.  below  30  indicates  coins  which  are 

17 


SURVEY/OUESTIONAIRE 


Please  photocopy  (or  tear  out)  and  fill  out  this  page  and  send  it  to  the 
Dave.  The  results  will  be  posted  in  the  next  issue.  We  strongly  urge  you 
to  participate  - remember,  our  Society  will  only  be  as  strong  as  member 
participation. 

1 )  The  most  difficult  Barber  dime  to  find  in  nice  XF  or  AU  condition  is 


2)  The  most  underrated  (and  undervalued)  Barber  dime  in  XF/AU  con- 
dition is . 

3)  Flow  many  1895-0  dimes  do  you  think  exist  in:  AG , G , 

VG , F , VF , XF , AU ? 

4)  The  most  difficult  Barber  quarter  to  find  in  nice  XF  or  AU  condition  is 
(except  for  the  3 key  dates). 

5)  The  most  underrated  (and  undervalued)  Barber  quarter  in  XF/AU 

condition  is . 

6)  F^ow  many  1 901  -S  quarters  do  you  think  exist  in:  AG , G , 

VG , F , VF , XF , AU ? 

7)  The  most  difficult  Barber  half  to  find  in  nice  XF  or  AU  condition  is 


8)  The  most  underrated  (and  undervalued)  Barber  half  in  XF/AU  condi- 
tion is . 

9)  How  many  1 904-S  halves  do  you  think  exist  in:  AG , G , 

VG , F , VF , XF , AU ? 


Please  mail  completed  survey  to: 

Editor 

C/0  BCCS  Survey 
6095  Indian  River  Road,  Suite  204 
Va.  Beach,  VA  23467 
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TREASURY  REPORT 


THREE  MONTHS  ENDED  MARCH  31,  1994 


Opening  Balance 

Jan.  1,  1991 

$ 2,780.53 

Receipts 
Funds  Available 

Dues 

Advertising 
Back-issue  Sales 
Voided  Check 
Total 

$ 105.00 
100.00 
15.00 
10.68 

230.68 
$ 3,011.21 

Expenditures 

Reissued  Check 
Refunds 
Bank  Charges 
Total 

$ 10.68 
5.00 
1.74 

$ 17.42 

Closing  Balance 

March  31,  1994 

$ 2,993.79 

Signed:  Paul  Reuter,  Treasurer 


Harry  Laibstain  Rare  Coins 

Attending  Major  Coin  Conventions 
★ Free  Inventory  List  With  Descriptions 
★ Large,  Diverse  Inventory 
★ Very  Competitive  Buy  Prices  - Quick  Checks 


■WE  ARE  MARKET-MAKERS 
IN  VIRTUALLY  ALL  US.  PCGS  & NGC  COINS 


★ Commemoratives  - Dollars  - Gold  - Type 
ALSO:  Collector  Series  Coins  like: 

Barbers,  Walkers,  Buffalos,  Mercury  Dimes,  SLQ  More... 


Call  Us  At  1-800-869U869 
Want  Lists  Accepted  - Speak  to  John 


11817  Canon  Blvd,  Suite  202 
Newport  News,  VA  23606 
Fax:  (804)  8734977  • CoinNet  VA16 
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RANK  OF  BARBER  QUARTERS  BY  TOTAL  # OF 
PCGS  & NGC  CERTIFIED  COINS  AS  OE  MARCH  1994 


RANK 

DATE 

TOTAL 

RANK 

DATE 

TOTAL 

1 

1 898-S 

24 

38 

1 907-0 

99 

2 

1901-S 

25 

39 

1915-S 

100 

3 

1898-0 

27 

39 

1 894-S 

100 

3 

1 896-S 

27 

41 

1904 

102 

5 

1896-0 

29 

42 

1911-S 

105 

6 

1911-D 

30 

43 

1905 

110 

7 

1901-0 

31 

44 

1913-D 

112 

8 

1897-S 

33 

45 

1908-D 

116 

9 

1899-S 

34 

46 

1893-0 

118 

9 

1 897-0 

34 

47 

1910 

121 

9 

1 903-0 

34 

48 

1894 

122 

12 

1908-S 

36 

49 

1895 

127 

12 

1902-0 

36 

50 

1906-0 

131 

14 

1 909-0 

43 

51 

1909-D 

137 

15 

1 905-0 

44 

52 

1901 

141 

15 

1900-S 

44 

53 

1896 

145 

17 

1913-S 

46 

54 

1908 

149 

18 

1 907-S 

47 

55 

1897 

159 

18 

1 893-S 

47 

56 

1902 

175 

20 

1905-S 

48 

57 

1906 

176 

21 

1912-S 

50 

57 

1908-0 

176 

22 

1 904-0 

51 

59 

1900 

178 

22 

1 895-0 

51 

60 

1893 

186 

24 

1 895-S 

56 

61 

1911 

190 

25 

1914-S 

59 

62 

1898 

197 

26 

1 892-S 

60 

63 

* 1899 

225- 

26 

1909-S 

60 

64 

1914-D 

236 

26 

1910-D 

60 

65 

1916 

261 

29 

1900-0 

61 

66 

1907 

269 

30 

1 902-S 

63 

67 

1 892-0 

293 

31 

1907-D 

64 

68 

1915 

350 

31 

1 894-0 

64 

69 

1912 

355 

33 

1913 

67 

69 

1909 

355 

33 

1903 

67 

71 

1915-D 

425 

35 

1 899-0 

69 

72 

1914 

453 

36 

1903-S 

71 

73 

1892 

1,038 

37 

1906-D 

97 

74 

i— — 

1916-D 

1,214 

20 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 
BARBER  COIN  m 


Send  this  form  or  copy  the  information  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper  and  forward  with 
your  check  or  money  order  to:  Paul  Reuter,  C/O  BCCS  Membership,  415  Ellen  Drive, 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601. 


Name  

Address  

City  State Zip  

Check  the  description  that  applies  to  you:  Collector  Dealer 

Sponsor  (if  any):  

My  collection  interests:  


My  name  and  address  may may  not be  made  available  to  other  club 

members. 


Dues  - $15.00  per  calendar  year  (Journals  shipped  first  class  mail). 


Signature 


Date 


Change  of  Address:  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving  your  Journal  in  a timely 
fashion,  please  allow  6 weeks  for  a change  of  address.  Send  all  address  changes  to:  Paul 
Reuter,  C/O  BCCS  Membership  Address  Changes,  415  Ellen  Drive,  Brookhaven,  MS 


39601. 
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WHEN  IT  COMES  TO  BARBERS, 


WE  WROTE  ALL  THE  BOOKS! 


SOFT- 

COVER 

'THE  COMPLETE  GUIDE 

TO  BARBER  DIMES" $ 24.95 

'THE  COMPLETE  GUIDE  COMING  THIS 

TO  BARBER  QUARTERS"  FALL!!!  2ND  ED. 

'THE  COMPLETE  GUIDE 

TO  BARBER  HALVES" $ 24.95 


BCCS  Members  Get  15%  Off  Book  Purchases. 


Specializing  in  Barbers  since  1979.  We  always  have  a large  stock  so 
give  us  a call  or  send  for  our  monthly  list  which  includes  aN  U.S.  coins. 


JUST  A FEW  BARBERS  FROM  THIS  MONTH'S  OFFERING... 


1895- 0  100  F12  Light  porosity,  minor  marks,  Decent $460. 

1897-0  100  AXF  Lightly  cleaned 210. 

1903- S  100  XF  Nice  & Original.  Very  scarce 675. 

1913-S  100  MS65  NGC  Flashy 1,125. 

1896- S  250  Good-6  PCI 210. 

1896-S  250  VF30  Cleaned  & surface  is  rough.  Rare!  Only 425. 

190TS  250  GA/G  obv;  G rev.  Reverse  is  lightly  cleaned 1,275. 

1905-S  250  MS60PCGS 295. 

1908-D  250  MS65  NGC  Nice  coin 1,350. 

191 1-D  250  About  VF 135. 

1913-S  250  GA/G  obv;  G4  rev 325. 

1913-S  250  Good-6  PCGS 360. 

1916-D  250  MS63PCGS 275. 

1895-P  500  MS63  NGC  Flashy  white  coin 795. 

1895-S  500  AU58 375. 

1901-0  500  MS64  NGC  FLashy  white  coin.  Rare! 4,500. 

1904- 0  500  AU50  Very  lustrous 475. 

1915-D  500  MS62Nice 465. 


(Please  add  $3  shipping  on  coin  orders;  $3.50  on  book  orders.) 

DAVID  LAWRENCE  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  Box  64844 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23467 

BCCS  Charter 

Since  1979  call  toll  free:  (800)  776-0560  Member  #2 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL 
BARBER 

HALVES  • QUARTERS  • DIMES 

One  of  America's  leading  coin  dealers  and  brokers 
for  rare  coin  investment  programs  offers  a sizable 
assortment  of  hard-to-find  Halves,  Quarters  and 
Dimes  to  Barber  collectors  seeking  quality  materials. 
We  are  always  In  the  market  to  buy  whatever  Barber 
coins  you  have  to  sell.  Write  or  phone  us  your 
descriptions. 

SEND  US  YOUR  WANT  LISTS 

Our  experienced  staff  of  professional  numismatists 
attend  every  major  coin  show,  sale  and  auction.  We 
monitor  the  coin  teletype  on  a daily  basis.  Let  us 
help  you  find  the  coins  you  seek. 

HONESTY  ♦ EXPERIENCE  ♦ INTECRITY 


MEMBER:  NGC  • PCGS  • ANA 


Coins&Ctirrency,lnc. 


350  CENTERVILLE  ROAD  • LANCASTER,  PA  17601 

(717)  299-1211 


